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        Waikanae the wild bird Capital of New Zealand 
 

                                                  Lets get on with life! 
After the traumatic  episode of being uplifted from its former life, dumped onto the 
Waimanu lagoons and loosing all it's previous family to starvation, this peking duck 

put all the  trauma  behind it and has made a new life, with a new mate and look what 
has happened.  There may be something to be learned from this saga.                                                       

Get on with life in the face of adversity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photograph Roger Smith 
In last month's newsletter "Malcolm", who is an expert on ducks, predicted that our 
peking duck was a duck and not a drake because it just looked like one.  He also 
stated that if it had ducklings they would look like the Mallard/Grey of the drake, its 
new mate. Now look at them, if their mother wasn't in the picture they would be 
called mallard ducklings. 
 
                                     E/mail from Merv. 
Thought you might like to know the outcome of the 
penguin we found on Peka Peka beach so below is 
the correspondence we have had with the 
Wellington Zoo telling  of the care and final release 
of the little fella / girl (?)  
 
The Little Blue Penguin was successfully 
released to the wild on the 3rd of this month.   
Thank you so much for bringing the little guy in. 
His stay at the hospital was good and he was 
able to be released back where he came from. 
I’m sure he sends his thanks and appreciates all the good work you have 
done for him and so do we..   
                                        
Regards  Deneka De Sousa             
Veterinary Nurse | | Wellington Zoo Trust 
200 Daniell Street | Newtown | Wellington  
. 
                                      See Newsletter No 115 September 2016 
 
 



            I don't live in your lagoon and I wish you weren't in my paddock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                 Photograph Colin M McKenzie 
 
We have Rabbits within the estuary and the river corridor.  They tend to breed just 
like rabbits.  This little fella doesn't like his patch being invaded by these large  
interlopers, however there's nothing much he can do about it . It looks like the swans  
are in no hurry to move on as with one leg tucked up they seem quite happy to stay 
put. 
 

               . 
      Have you seen my mate I have been looking everywhere and cant find her? 
 
This is what happens when dogs are let off the lead by inconsiderate owners. The hen 
bird was chased off the nest and killed.  Not only has the cock pheasant lost a mate 
and eight of its babies but also, so have we, as they are what our estuary is all about.  
The reason the Waikanae Estuary Care group was formed years ago was to foster 
native plants and encourage the wild life, what a waste when this happens. It is not the 
fault of the dog- it's just natural for them to hunt and chase. It's the owners who need 
to be controlled. 
 
 
 

Hits last month—Twenty-four Thousand Eight Hundred &Thirty-eight. 
 

Mik Peryer the Birdman of Waikanae 
                                                                Sponsored by Chris Lee Sharebroking 
 


