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Little Black Shags 

 

Little black shags are the vandals of the estuary and hunt the river in packs of up 

to sixty birds at a time, herding the little fish against the shingle banks, where 

there is a frenzy of feeding. When the first birds get overtaken by the ones in the 

rear, they pop up and fly to the front and dive again.  It’s difficult to tell the 

difference between the little black and the little shags.  It helps by taking note of 

their beaks.  The little black’s is longer and darker than that of the little shag 

which is smaller and  yellow coloured.   The little shag may also have some white 

patches and is more of a loner, while the little black like to be in family groups.   

They are congregating on the little wharf by the weir on the Waimanu lagoon.   

The shag tree, adjacent, which the little shags, the little black as well as the pied 

shags and the odd royal spoonbill like to roost on, has become rotten and great 

branches have broken off.  The whole tree may have to be felled as it has become 

quite dangerous. This could be a problem for these birds as they spend a lot of 

time roosting on the bare branches.  
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              Hits last Month—Twenty Four Thousand Seven Hundred & ninety nine.                              
                                                      Mik Peryer the Birdman of Waikanae 
                                                                 Sponsored by Chris Lee Sharebroking�
 


