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                            Waikanae the wild bird Capital of New Zealand 
Spring  has  sprung  with  ducklings  popping  up  from 

everywhere .  One pair of mallard ducks have a brood 

of around fifteen ducklings and the sad fact is that all 

the scavengers and predators on the Estuary are aware 

of this happening and over a very  short space of time 

the ducklings will become someone's dinner-- be it to 

a    Heron,  Hawk,  black-backed  gull,  eel  or  any  other 

animal on the reserve. The swans usually have  more 

luck  with  their  cygnets,  perhaps  their  parents  look 

after their young more aggressively.  

The heron -photo by David Mudge -will swoop down 

and take a duckling out of the water while  still on the 

wing. 

Geese 
 The many geese that reside around  the lagoons are getting clucky and starting to nest 

with up to ten eggs in the one nest and as there are over thirty geese this can become a 

problem! however with the help of the Council Ranger we have been collecting  the 

eggs off the nests. We  find that leaving three eggs in each nest after shaking then so 

they won't hatch and marking them with a pencil, so we can see if any more eggs are 

laid--does  the  trick.  The  birds  will  then  sit  on  the  three  eggs  and  not  lay  anymore. 

Over the last three years we have collected around a hundred and fifty eggs --imagine 

what would have happened if we hadn't.   

The geese are lovely however around the lagoons they have become a real nuisance 

with their dropping making the paths likened to a cow pasture. 

 Unfortually as a result some people have stopped taking their little dogs around the 

paths as have the  mothers with their children in their pushchairs --and this is really a 

shame -- my friend who is confined to a wheelchair, also, can no longer wheel himself 

around the formed paths as the geese droppings are simply to thick on the ground. 

White baiters 
The white baiters are back on the river vying for their spots. They don't now fish the 

fish bypass as they blatantly used to do.  The pressure by the powers that be has been 

taken  on  board  and  with  the  new  signs  and  the  policing  of  the  river,  things  have 

settled  down  nicely.    Still  doesn't  help  that  the  fish  haven't  started  to  run  in  any 

numbers  although,  you  just  can't  believe  the  fishermen  as  all  fishermen  are  liars 

except you and me and sometimes I have doubts about you. 

 

The shag tree 
The pied shags in their two trees 

on the Waimanu lagoons are 

busy, as they normally are, 

bringing  twigs and nesting 

material from the river down 

their sky roadway to their nests in 

the shag tree. 

When they arrive at their nest tree 

they do a large sweep around the 

lagoon then back they come and 

at the last moment with much flapping of wings throw their feet forward at the branch 

they want to land on, then clench their large webbed feet around it and then they can 

remake or tidy up their nest or in some cases start to feed their baby by regurgiting the 

food and allowing baby to put it's head right into mums and take the food from there. 

There are many pied shags nesting on the Waimanu lagoons and  they do make a mess 

under the tree with their droppings and tend to pong something terrible .Their acid 

droppings are slowly killing their host tree. 

 



                                                   

 

                                               

Shags 

 
When the young pied shags outgrow 

their nest, down they come to the 

water's edge where they form a nursery 

together. These birds can fly but tend 

to stick together and swim within the 

lagoon .  I suspect that they may 

venture further a field under the 

guidance of their parents while feeling 

their way in the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Thomas Junior 
TJ,  the injured goose that we took to Craig Shepherd's Rehabilitation Establishment 

is doing very well and is putting some weight on its injured leg and maybe it will be 

returned back to the lagoons if it recovers enough-- time will tell. 
 

                                               Power-point Presentation 
My presentation has been seen by thousands of people from Wellington to Hawke's 

Bay over the years.  I have in the last six months taken it to seven different 

organisations from Otaki to Whitby with an audience of over five hundred people.  

It was very gratifying to be asked to declarer the South Wellington Federation of 

Woman's  Institute  Conference open after telling the delegates what a wonderful 

place Waikanae is and then telling them the love story of Thomas and Henrietta. 

 

 

                  Mik's First Children's  Book is now available NZ $20.00 
 

                               Postage NZ $3.50--Overseas $4.50.  

Mik's second children's book "The kapiti Adventures of Sammy the Seal on the    

Waimanu   Lagoon" will be  published next month -- order now!                                                                  

 

E/Mail Orders  to  michaelperyer@gmail.com 
 Also collectable from 20 Barrett Drive Waikanae  

 

     This would make an excellent Xmas present ! 

 

Hits last Month--Twenty Eight Thousand Nine Hundred and fifty Seven                                                   

 

Mik Peryer the Birdman of Waikanae 

                                                              Sponsored by Chris Lee Sharebroking 
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