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Mating on the Lagoon

The swans are nesting. Whilst taking two English
tourists around the lagoons we watched with interest
when a large swan powered across the water to its mate
who was sitting on the nest hidden in the scrub. Upon
meeting up, these two swans didn’t do the usual
greeting of raising and lowering their necks together.
The one on the nest, swam to meet its mate and then *
both swans took turns at diving completely under the
water while facing each other, time after time for quite
a minute or two. Then mating took place with the
female swan almost submerged under the water. This |
was a sight I for one had never witnessed before with - : . :
the birds going under water: my English tourists were intrigued. You never know
what you are going to see next.

Weasel

The Waikanae Estuary Care group monitor traps around the Scientific reserve and
have done so for a number of years: rats and hedgehogs are caught at times. For the
first time a Weasel was caught in one of the traps close to the beach. Stoats are seen
now and then and their tracks can be seen in the wet sand. Someone said that since the
express way opened, with a corridor of planting both
sides, it has become a roadway for the pests to infiltrate
our patch. This may be true as we have never caught a
weasel in the traps before.

After being brought to New Zealand by our early setters,
these pests were protected
for many years until it
was realised the damage
they do to our native
species. They all decimate
the nesting birds in one
way or another and when
& they are controlled the
L e 8 bird life explodes. stoat

Weasel with rat Nga Manu images.

Royal Spoonbills
For some reason all of a sudden we are __
not seeing the Royal Spoonbill in any
numbers on the reserve, river or
lagoons as we have in the past. A few
years ago there could be up to twenty
or thirty birds to be seen. 1 wonder
what is the cause of this? Has the feed
in the mud of the river suddenly
disappeared or has the creeping shingle
infiltrated down river to the extent that it is affecting their habitat? There are still two
or three of these birds to be seen, but their numbers have declined within the estuary.




The estuary birdlife

The bird life on the
estuary has changed..
For a start there are not
as many black backed
gulls, as there was a
few years ago; mind
you this is explained
with the land fill
closing.
The pied shags have proliferated, the mallard ducks are down on numbers and the
pukeko are slowly making their presences felt within the lagoons. The Canada geese
are still powering down into the river in the late evening and a couple of pairs are
sussing out the lagoons. Hope they are not thinking of moving in. The royal
spoonbills are down on numbers. However the scaup are doing very well as are the
little shovelor ducks. Swans are again breeding and the swallows are here. The
dabchicks are about although sometimes hard to find. There is usually a heron fishing
off the large pipe between the two lagoons, little black shags still hunt the river, at
times in packs of up to sixty birds and sometimes move into the lagoons to terrify the
little fish in there, while the little shag is quite content to sit by himself in a tree at the
side of the water. There are quite a number of red billed gulls, although I believe these
birds are getting down on numbers. The feral geese are no longer fouling the walk
ways and the fact that they have been moved on has again changed the dynamics of
the Lagoons. On the far end of the sand spit may be found the
Banded dotterel, and if you are lucky the New Zealand
dotterel, the rye bill and of late, around eight hundred white

. fronted terns. This is the largest group of these birds I have
~ seen in a long time. There must be a large amount of fish in the
marine reserve as they were seen diving one after the other,
along with quite a few gannets, just off the breaker line. The
oystercatchers have young and will let you know in no
uncertain terms if you invade their patch. As you walk away is
when they may attack you and whack you on your back with

- their wings.
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Singing his heart out
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My new children's book "The Lost Cows of Kapiti" has been received with rave reviews.
The remarkable true story of a sight never before seen on the beaches of the Kapiti Coast.

Mik the birdman of Kapiti



