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Waikanae the wild bird Capital of New Zealand

Thomas the goose's story.

4 :

the Waikanae Estuary

_Mik's book launch a

\fter a dreary week with wind and rain the Sunday of our book launch dawne:
yeautiful and the crowd came. The result being a wonderful afternoon and
successful book launch of "THOMAS".

Tourists
'he overseas tourists have become few and far between--however | have bee
dicking a few locals exploring New Zealand. It is nice having a quite time of
or a change. There have been an influx of camper vans staying overnight and
ind that a lot of them have grand-children so | managed to sell quite a numbe
)f my children's book to them.

Estuary and Lagoons

Mhis time of the year is very busy on the estuary with all of the birdlife nesting c
vith babies. It is also a very stressful time for the parents as the babies are fa
jame for the predators. We have a pair of coots that have made the lagoo
heir home and one of the pukeko managed to take off with one of the newl
1atched chicks. This is the first time we have had a coot nesting in the lagoon
50 its quite sad. It is now the home of quite a number of pukeko who haw
aken over the two Waimanu lagoons and have numerous young. All the bird
1ave now got to be very vigilant as the pukeko will take whatever is available
1s will the hawks and black-backed gulls.

dere is a photo of Pinky Agnew at the recording studio of Access radi
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ecording her Thomas the goose's poem. This is for my new children's boo
Thomas" the true love story of Thomas the goose and Henry the black swan'
hirty year sojourn on the Waimanu Lagoons here at Waikanae.

dere is mother swan swimming with her brood of five cygnets. This photograp!
vas taken from the little foot bridge on the Northern Waimanu lagoo
ind accentuates the extent that the weed has started to take over once was :
yrestine water way.

Waimanu Lagoon.

Aren't we lucky to have a playground for our children like this !



shovelor.

\ shovelor with its ducklings, | wonder how many she had yesterday? Its quite
sad to see these ducklings falling pray to the many predators on the lagoon,
1owever all in all they manage to keep their population fairly stable and its
1atures way--survival of the fittest.

'hese bird rather like our lagoons and have been regular visitors, nesting
)n the lagoons, but, now have to contend with those pesky pukeko.

Royal Spoonbills

'he royal spoonbills have reduced in number from a few years ago and like to
oost at the top of the shag tree with around five in the top most branches at
imes
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